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In 1977, Rich and Faye helped 
lay the foundation for what would 
become the Antique Doorknob 
Collectors of America. Working 
from their home in Chatham, they 
mailed the first newsletter to 15 
individuals who had purchased 
Maude Eastwood’s pioneering book 

on antique doorknobs. The second, a 
year later to 80 people and the 3rd to 
150.  What began as a simple effort to 
connect fellow enthusiasts grew into 
a national organization and a lifelong 
community of friendships. Soon 
afterward, Maude and her husband 
visited the Kennedys in Chatham, 

beginning a relationship that helped 
shape the early years of the hobby.     
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Francis Keil & Son 
   

The late 1800’s was a time of great industrial grow in the United States. A great many hardware 
companies came into being, made door hardware and died leaving door knobs and few records. This 
lack brings much dismay to those seeking to identify the maker of one of those knobs. Francis Keil & 
Son is an example of a company formed in 1876, made some door hardware, adapted and survived. But 
still leaves us wishing for more information. 

Leslie’s History of Greater New York Vol. III 1898, page 661-662 provides a brief overview.  
“Francis Keil, head of the firm Francis Keil & Son, Borough of The Bronx, manufacturers in brass, 
bronze and composition hardware was born in Prague, Bohemia, in June, 1840, and received his 
education in the public schools of that city. From 1852 to 1867 he perfected himself as a machinist, 
toolmaker and engraver, while in the latter year he came to the United States. In 1876 the firm of Day & 
Keil was organized for the manufacture of keys and locksmith supplies, the business being established at 
the corner of Third Avenue and Fifty-third Street. Upon the death of Mr. Day, two years later, Mr. Keil 
acquired the entire business. He conducted it alone until1894, when his son, Henry F. Keil, was received 
into partnership under the present style. In 1885 the property in the Twenty-third Ward where the 
manufactory now stands, was acquired, the foundry built. In 1890 the main building was added. Mr. Keil 
has resided in the Twenty-third Ward since the removal of his business there. He was married in 1865. 
His son, now is partner, has previously assisted his father for thirteen years, working in every branch of 
the business. He also traveled extensively in Europe, as well as in all sections of the United States, 
including the Pacific Coast.” 

According to information from Ancestor.com Francis Keil was born Florian Franz Keil and his 
son Henry Francis was born Heimrich Franz Keil December 9, 1866 Vienna, Austria. This was a time a 
great upheaval in the Austrian Empire this and the opportunities here lead to many of Czech decent 
leaving and settling in New York City.  

Francis became a locksmith and business man. Both Francis and his son were very inventive 
obtaining several patents for lock construction and gate and ice-box hinges. The 1889 catalog is labeled 
as a “Catalogue of Bellhangers’ and Locksmiths’ supplies” however in the introduction Francis said “I 
also manufacture Patent Spring Hinges and a complete line of Regular and Fine Builders' Hardware, as 
also Refrigerator and Ice Box Trimmings.” By 1916 the catalog described the company as manufacturers 
of hardware, key blanks electrical goods and specialties, indicating a move away from fine builders’ 
hardware. The company obtained patents for key construction as well as key cutting apparatus. In the 
1920’s the company advertised their “Keil” burglar-proof surface lock to the hardware trade and their 
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Richard “Rich” Kennedy, whose 
curiosity about an ordinary brass 
doorknob helped build the Antique 
Doorknob Collectors of America 
and foster a national community of 
collectors, passed away on May 19, 
2026, at the age of 86. Throughout his 
life, he brought the same enthusiasm, 
generosity, and sense of adventure 
to his family, friendships, bicycling, 
woodworking, and collecting. 

    Born in Montclair, New Jersey, 
on June 29, 1939, Rich grew up in 
New Providence, New Jersey, and 
graduated from Summit High School. 
He then joined Bell Telephone 
Laboratories, where he worked as a 
photographer until the breakup of 
the Bell System. He and his family 
lived in Chatham for many years 
before moving to Heath Village in 
Hackettstown 15 years ago. 

    Rich met his future wife, Faye 
Roskelly, at Summit High School 
in 1956, and they were married on 
July 1, 1961. In 1963, just two weeks 
after signing a contract to purchase 
their first home in Chatham, he 
was drafted into the United States 
Army and served for two years as a 
Military Policeman in Texas. Upon 
his discharge, he and Faye returned to 
Chatham, where they raised their two 
daughters, Jennifer and Leslie. Rich 
resumed his work at Bell Telephone 
Laboratories and continued his career 
in photography. 

    Rich was especially well known 
among collectors of antique hardware. 
Around 1968, he picked up a small 
brass doorknob that was on every 
door in his home. Having seen it 
every day of his life, he suddenly 
realized that not all doorknobs were 
the same. That moment sparked a 
fascination that would become one of 
the defining interests of his life. 

    Saturday mornings often 
found Rich searching flea markets, 
peering beneath tables in hopes of 
finding a doorknob he did not yet 
own. Over time, his collection grew 
to approximately 900 doorknobs 
before he gradually reduced it. He 
retained one of his all-time favorites, 
the A-10200 “Kreuzinger Lion.” 

His collection encompassed many 
Emblematic and Fraternal doorknobs 
as well as examples from nearly every 
collecting category. More important 
than the collection itself, however, 
was the enjoyment he found in the 
hunt, the history, and the friendships 
formed through the hobby. 

    Those who knew Rich remember 
his quiet generosity, quick sense 
of humor, endless curiosity, and 
willingness to share both his 
knowledge and his time with anyone 
who asked. He had a gift for making 
people feel welcome; a conversation 
that began with a doorknob, a bicycle 
ride, or a woodworking project often 
ended with a new friendship. 

As one of the early founders of 
the Antique Doorknob Collectors 
of America, he devoted countless 
hours to fostering the friendships, 
generosity, and spirit of fellowship 
that became hallmarks of the 
organization. Along with fellow 
collectors, he hosted ADCA 
conventions in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, and in Connecticut 
with Allan Joslyn, helping bring 
together enthusiasts from across 
the United States and Canada. He 
especially enjoyed recounting the 
time he traveled to Canada for a 
convention and surprised border

inspectors when they opened his 
suitcase and discovered it was filled 
entirely with doorknobs. 

    He is survived by Faye, his 
beloved wife of 64 years; his daughter, 
Leslie Corey, and her husband, 
Randy; his grandchildren, Cameron 
Corey and Marissa Scaccia; and his 
son-in-law, Patrick McNeal. He was 
predeceased by his daughter, Jennifer; 
his sister, Lois Kessler; and her 
husband, Jack Kessler. 

     Nearly sixty years after he first 
looked at an ordinary brass doorknob 
and realized that “not all doorknobs 
are the same,” Rich never lost his 
appreciation for craftsmanship, 
history, and the small details that 
make life interesting. His legacy 
endures in the organization he helped 
build, the friendships he cultivated, 
the knowledge he freely shared, and 
the family he loved.



Rich and Faye published a total 
of 10 newsletters. The February 
1981 issue told of Arnold Fredrick’s 
suggestion of a Convention and 
Swap Meet about mid-way across 
the country in Waverly, Iowa. That 
meeting resulted in the formation of 
the Antique Doorknob Collectors of 
America. Rich and Faye turned the 
name and editorial responsibility over 
to the ADCA, but not their interest 
and involvement.  

In December of 1981, The 
Doorknob Collector began as part 
of the ADCA with Lee and Jim 

Kaiser as editors. Since that time 
others have stepped up to take the 
responsibility of  editor. These include 
Ray and Loretta Nemec, Richard 
and Faye Kennedy (again), Allen 
Joslyn and Paul Woodfin. Since the 
death of Paul Woodfin, the position 
of editor has been open. In order 
for the publication to continue a 
new editor(s) is needed. Writers are 
always needed. Tell others about your 
favorited hardware or most your most 
recent purchase.

Antique Doorknob Collectors 
2026 Convention, August 6-8, 2026 

at the Embassy Suites by Hilton 
Philadelphia Airport Hotel. 

Get you Patriotic hardware ready, 
book your room at the hotel, sent 

your registration form to  

ADCA 
2751 Oglethorpe Ct.,  

Indianapolis, IN 46268. 
Plan on having a great time!
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Founded in September 1981, the Antique Doorknob Collectors of America is a non-profit 50l(c)(3) organization devoted to the 
study and preservation of ornamental hardware. The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual writer and 
do not necessarily reflect those of the Board of Directors of ADCA or the editors. Any reproduction of material contained in The 
Doorknob Collector without permission of the Antique Doorknob Collectors of America is prohibited. All material submitted for 
publication comes with permission by the author to reprint by the Antique Doorknob Collectors of America, unless otherwise 
agreed upon in advance in writing. Material quoted in The Doorknob Collector from other sources is subject to the requirements of 
the originator. 

ADCA Club Officers:
President: Steve Rowe | 4narowe@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Steven Hannum | hannum1415@comcast.net
Corresponding Secretary: Vicky Berol | mberol@yahoo.com

For Membership information please visit
www.antiquedoorknobs.org/membership
or use QR code

Membership Payments:
ADCA
2527 Gough Street
San Francisco, CA 94123

JOIN ADCA!

ADCA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.org  |  VDA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.us 

The Doorknob Collector ©

Editor: 
Steven Hannum

hannum1415@comcast.net

Published six times a year by
Antique Doorknob Collectors of America, Inc.

Mailing address: 2751 Oglethorpe Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Some members have asked about receiving issues of The Doorknob Collector by 
email. The printer creates a proof PDF. Even when the issue is printed in black 
and white many of the pictures are in color. Currently US Mail costs $1.71. If you 
would like to receive issues of   the Doorknob Collector as a PDF by email instead 
of US mail send your name to adcaoffice@aol.com 

The Atique Doorknob Collector, December 1981 to Present
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Albion Doors & Windows Larry Sawyer, owner  
PO Box 220 Albion, CA 95410 |  707-937-0078 | knobsession.com | bysawyer@mcn.org

American Antique Hardware Keith & Sarah Chilcote, owners  
503-399-8009 | americanantiquehardware.com | contact@americanantiquehardware.com

Aurora Mills Architectural Salvage Mike Byrnes, owner, 
14971 Frist St. NE, Aurora, OR 97002 | 503-678-6083 | auroramills.com

These are paid advertisements. The ADCA 
assumes no responsibility. For further 

information about these businesses see the 
Where to Buy section on our website: www.

antiquedoorknobs.org

Our Business Members

Bill’s Key & Lock Shop Andy Streenz, owner   
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. Bloomington, IL 61701 | 309-454-1713  | billskeyandlockshop.com | 
locksmith@billskeyandlockshop.com

The Brass Center Hermie Glick, owner   
248 East 58th Street. New York, NY 10022 | 212-421-0090  | thebrasscenter.com | info@thebrasscenter.com

Classic Home Hardware Jim Morneau, owner    
PO Box 1102 Canton, CT  06019 | 860-693-4451 | classichomehardware.com | sales@classichomehardware.com

Doc's Architectural Salvage & Reclamation Services Doc Keys, owner  
200 E. 9th Ave. Springfield, TN 37172 | 615-380-8128 | docsarchitecturalsalvage.com

Historic Houseparts Chris Jones & Jim Wolff, owners  
540 South Avenue Rochester, NY  14620 | 585-325-2329 | historichouseparts.com | info@historichouseparts.com

Liz’s Antique Hardware Liz Gordon, owner  
453 South La Brea Los Angeles, CA 90036 | 323-939-4403 | lahardware.com | Shop@LAHardware.com

Old House Parts Co. Mike Thompson, owner   
1 Trackside Drive Kennebunk, ME 04043 | 207-985-1999 | oldhouseparts.com | parts@oldhouseparts.com

Salvage Antiques Vintage Etc. Barna Kasa, owner 
208 W. Main St. Florence, CO 81226 | saveinflorence.com

Tice Industries, Inc. Scott A. Tice, President 
2405 SE Moores St. Milwaukie, OR 97222 | 800-547-8011 | ticeindustries.com

Uniquely Olde Steven Carter, owner   
Youngstown, OH | 330-953-8518 | eBay Store: overlyoptimistic | Etsy Store: UniquelyOlde | 
uniquelyolde@gmail.com

Village Salvage Rick Lepley & Lauren Slaughter, owner   
85 S. Main Street Waynesville, OH 45068 | 513-914-4177 | villagesalvage.com | villagesalvage@gmail.com

Web Wilson’s Antique Hardware Auctions H. Weber Wilson, owner  
6451 Highway 159 La Grange, TX  78945 | 800-508-0022 | auctions.looloodesign.com | hww@webwilson.com

Jeffris Family Foundation Thomas Jeffris, director    
PO Box 1160  Janesville, WI  53547 | 608-757-1039 | jeffrisfoundation.org

ADCA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.org  |  VDA Website:  www.antiquedoorknobs.us 
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