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INTRODUCTION

The intent of this news letter is to stimulate the hobby of Doorknob
collecting. It is hoped that we will be able to share with each other,

articles ofAinterest, events, and a means of trading or buying door-

knobs by mail. Also, helping doorknob collectors to get aquainted with
each other in theilr geographic local, There will be no set schedule for

the news letter untll there 1s enough data coming in from people to

warrant it.

Enough of the formality, I'm Rich Kennedy editor of this the

very first doorknob collectors newsletter. I have been in contact with

Art Smith for several months exchanging doorknobs and ideas on how to

unite all doorknob collectors.

One idea was this newsletter to hLe sent

periodically with interesting facts, articles and the like from fellow
collectors and the second was 1n the future perhaps a loose leaf catalog

of photos of everyones collection.

In 1977, Rich and Faye helped
lay the foundation for what would
become the Antique Doorknob
Collectors of America. Working
from their home in Chatham, they
mailed the first newsletter to 15
individuals who had purchased
Maude Eastwood’s pioneering book

on antique doorknobs. The second, a
year later to 80 people and the 3rd to
150. What began as a simple effort to
connect fellow enthusiasts grew into
a national organization and a lifelong
community of friendships. Soon
afterward, Maude and her husband
visited the Kennedys in Chatham,

beginning a relationship that helped
shape the early years of the hobby.



Richard “Rich” Kennedy, whose
curiosity about an ordinary brass
doorknob helped build the Antique
Doorknob Collectors of America
and foster a national community of
collectors, passed away on May 19,
2026, at the age of 86. Throughout his
life, he brought the same enthusiasm,
generosity, and sense of adventure
to his family, friendships, bicycling,
woodworking, and collecting.

Born in Montclair, New Jersey,
on June 29, 1939, Rich grew up in
New Providence, New Jersey, and
graduated from Summit High School.
He then joined Bell Telephone
Laboratories, where he worked as a
photographer until the breakup of
the Bell System. He and his family
lived in Chatham for many years
before moving to Heath Village in
Hackettstown 15 years ago.

Rich met his future wife, Faye
Roskelly, at Summit High School
in 1956, and they were married on
July 1, 1961. In 1963, just two weeks
after signing a contract to purchase
their first home in Chatham, he
was drafted into the United States
Army and served for two years as a
Military Policeman in Texas. Upon
his discharge, he and Faye returned to
Chatham, where they raised their two
daughters, Jennifer and Leslie. Rich
resumed his work at Bell Telephone
Laboratories and continued his career
in photography.

Rich was especially well known

among collectors of antique hardware.

Around 1968, he picked up a small
brass doorknob that was on every
door in his home. Having seen it
every day of his life, he suddenly
realized that not all doorknobs were
the same. That moment sparked a
fascination that would become one of
the defining interests of his life.

Saturday mornings often
found Rich searching flea markets,
peering beneath tables in hopes of
finding a doorknob he did not yet
own. Over time, his collection grew
to approximately 900 doorknobs
before he gradually reduced it. He
retained one of his all-time favorites,
the A-10200 “Kreuzinger Lion.”

His collection encompassed many
Emblematic and Fraternal doorknobs
as well as examples from nearly every
collecting category. More important
than the collection itself, however,
was the enjoyment he found in the
hunt, the history, and the friendships
formed through the hobby.

Those who knew Rich remember
his quiet generosity, quick sense
of humor, endless curiosity, and
willingness to share both his
knowledge and his time with anyone
who asked. He had a gift for making
people feel welcome; a conversation
that began with a doorknob, a bicycle
ride, or a woodworking project often
ended with a new friendship.

As one of the early founders of
the Antique Doorknob Collectors
of America, he devoted countless
hours to fostering the friendships,
generosity, and spirit of fellowship
that became hallmarks of the
organization. Along with fellow
collectors, he hosted ADCA
conventions in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, and in Connecticut
with Allan Joslyn, helping bring
together enthusiasts from across
the United States and Canada. He
especially enjoyed recounting the
time he traveled to Canada for a
convention and surprised border

inspectors when they opened his
suitcase and discovered it was filled
entirely with doorknobs.

He is survived by Faye, his
beloved wife of 64 years; his daughter,
Leslie Corey, and her husband,
Randy; his grandchildren, Cameron
Corey and Marissa Scaccia; and his
son-in-law, Patrick McNeal. He was
predeceased by his daughter, Jennifer;
his sister, Lois Kessler; and her
husband, Jack Kessler.

Nearly sixty years after he first
looked at an ordinary brass doorknob
and realized that “not all doorknobs
are the same,” Rich never lost his
appreciation for craftsmanship,
history, and the small details that
make life interesting. His legacy
endures in the organization he helped
build, the friendships he cultivated,
the knowledge he freely shared, and
the family he loved.




The Atique Doorknob Collector, December 1981 to Present

Rich and Faye published a total
of 10 newsletters. The February

1981 issue told of Arnold Fredrick’s

suggestion of a Convention and
Swap Meet about mid-way across
the country in Waverly, Iowa. That

meeting resulted in the formation of
the Antique Doorknob Collectors of

America. Rich and Faye turned the

name and editorial responsibility over

to the ADCA, but not their interest
and involvement.

In December of 1981, The
Doorknob Collector began as part
of the ADCA with Lee and Jim

Kaiser as editors. Since that time
others have stepped up to take the

responsibility of editor. These include

Ray and Loretta Nemec, Richard
and Faye Kennedy (again), Allen
Joslyn and Paul Woodfin. Since the

death of Paul Woodfin, the position

of editor has been open. In order
for the publication to continue a

new editor(s) is needed. Writers are
always needed. Tell others about your
favorited hardware or most your most

recent purchase.

Antique Doorknob Collectors
2026 Convention, August 6-8, 2026
at the Embassy Suites by Hilton

Philadelphia Airport Hotel.

Get you Patriotic hardware ready,

book your room at the hotel, sent
your registration form to

ADCA
2751 Oglethorpe Ct.,
Indianapolis, IN 46268.
Plan on having a great time!

Some members have asked about receiving issues of The Doorknob Collector by
email. The printer creates a proof PDF. Even when the issue is printed in black
and white many of the pictures are in color. Currently US Mail costs $1.71. If you
would like to receive issues of the Doorknob Collector as a PDF by email instead
of US mail send your name to adcaoffice@aol.com
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©UR BUSINESS MEMBERS

Albion Doors & Windows Larry Sawyer, owner These are paid advertisements. The ADCA

PO Box 220 Albion, CA 95410 | 707-937-0078 | knobsession.com | bysawyer@mcn.org assumes no responsibility. For further
information about these businesses see the

American Antique Hardware Keith & Sarah Chilcote, owners Where to Buy section on our website: www.

503-399-8009 | americanantiquehardware.com | contact@americanantiquehardware.com antiquedoorknobs.org

Aurora Mills Architectural Salvage Mike Byrnes, owner,
14971 Frist St. NE, Aurora, OR 97002 | 503-678-6083 | auroramills.com

Bill’s Key & Lock Shop Andy Streenz, owner
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. Bloomington, IL 61701 | 309-454-1713 | billskeyandlockshop.com |
locksmith@pbillskeyandlockshop.com

The Brass Center Hermie Glick, owner
248 East 58th Street. New York, NY 10022 | 212-421-0090 | thebrasscenter.com | info@thebrasscenter.com

Classic Home Hardware Jim Morneau, owner
PO Box 1102 Canton, CT 06019 | 860-693-4451 | classichomehardware.com | sales@classichomehardware.com

Doc's Architectural Salvage & Reclamation Services Doc Keys, owner
200 E. 9th Ave. Springfield, TN 37172 | 615-380-8128 | docsarchitecturalsalvage.com

Historic Houseparts Chris Jones & Jim Wolff, owners
540 South Avenue Rochester, NY 14620 | 585-325-2329 | historichouseparts.com | info@historichouseparts.com

Liz’s Antique Hardware Liz Gordon, owner
453 South La Brea Los Angeles, CA 90036 | 323-939-4403 | lahardware.com | Shop@LAHardware.com

Old House Parts Co. Mike Thompson, owner
1 Trackside Drive Kennebunk, ME 04043 | 207-985-1999 | oldhouseparts.com | parts@oldhouseparts.com

Salvage Antiques Vintage Etc. Barna Kasa, owner
208 W. Main St. Florence, CO 81226 | saveinflorence.com

Tice Industries, Inc. Scott A. Tice, President
2405 SE Moores St. Milwaukie, OR 97222 | 800-547-8011 | ticeindustries.com

Uniquely Olde Steven Carter, owner
Youngstown, OH | 330-953-8518 | eBay Store: overlyoptimistic | Etsy Store: UniquelyOlde |
uniquelyolde@gmail.com

Village Salvage Rick Lepley & Lauren Slaughter, owner
85 S. Main Street Waynesville, OH 45068 | 513-914-4177 | villagesalvage.com | villagesalvage@gmail.com

Web Wilson’s Antique Hardware Auctions /. Weber Wilson, owner
6451 Highway 159 La Grange, TX 78945 | 800-508-0022 | auctions.looloodesign.com | hww(@webwilson.com

Jeffris Family Foundation Thomas Jeffris, director
PO Box 1160 Janesville, WI 53547 | 608-757-1039 | jeffrisfoundation.org

ADCA Website: www.antiquedoorknobs.org | VDA Website: www.antiquedoorknobs.us



