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FRANCIS KEIL & SON

The late 1800’s was a time of great
industrial grow in the United States.
A great many hardware companies
came into being, made door hardware
and died leaving door knobs and
few records. This lack brings much
dismay to those seeking to identify
the maker of one of those knobs.
Francis Keil & Son is an example of a
company formed in 1876, made some
door hardware, adapted and survived.
But still leaves us wishing for more
information.

Leslie’s History of Greater New York
Vol. 11T 1898, page 661-662 provides a
brief overview. “Francis Keil, head of
the firm Francis Keil & Son, Borough
of The Bronx, manufacturers in brass,
bronze and composition hardware
was born in Prague, Bohemia, in
June, 1840, and received his education
in the public schools of that city.
From 1852 to 1867 he perfected
himself as a machinist, toolmaker
and engraver, while in the latter year
he came to the United States. In 1876
the firm of Day & Keil was organized
for the manufacture of keys and
locksmith supplies, the business being
established at the corner of Third
Avenue and Fifty-third Street. Upon
the death of Mr. Day, two years later,
Mr. Keil acquired the entire business.
He conducted it alone until1894,
when his son, Henry F. Keil, was

received into partnership under the
present style. In 1885 the property

in the Twenty-third Ward where

the manufactory now stands, was
acquired, the foundry built. In 1890
the main building was added. Mr. Keil
has resided in the Twenty-third Ward
since the removal of his business
there. He was married in 1865. His
son, now is partner, has previously
assisted his father for thirteen years,
working in every branch of the
business. He also traveled extensively
in Europe, as well as in all sections

of the United States, including the
Pacific Coast”

According to information from
Ancestor.com Francis Keil was born
Florian Franz Keil and his son Henry
Francis was born Heimrich Franz Keil
December 9, 1866 Vienna, Austria.
This was a time a great upheaval in
the Austrian Empire this and the
opportunities here lead to many of
Czech decent leaving and settling in
New York City.

Francis became a locksmith and
business man. Both Francis and his
son were very inventive obtaining
several patents for lock construction
and gate and ice-box hinges. The 1889
catalog is labeled as a “Catalogue
of Bellhangers’ and Locksmiths’
supplies” however in the introduction

Francis said “I also manufacture
Patent Spring Hinges and a complete
line of Regular and Fine Builders’
Hardware, as also Refrigerator and
Ice Box Trimmings.” By 1916 the
catalog described the company

as manufacturers of hardware,

key blanks electrical goods and
specialties, indicating a move away
from fine builders’ hardware. The
company obtained patents for key
construction as well as key cutting
apparatus. In the 1920’s the company
advertised their “Keil” burglar-proof
surface lock to the hardware trade
and their push button switch to the
electrical and model train trade. A
1943 newspaper reported the sale of
the New York facility and the 1950
catalog listed the company as Keil
Lock located in Charlestown, New
Hampshire. The company closed in
1972. Henry Francis Keil must have
had health issues moved to Riverside,
California and died December 8,
1946. Francis Keil lived to be 102.



There are two knob/escutcheon designs that
have been identified as made by Francis
Keil. The first D-13700, far left, identified by
US design patent D14929, April 4, 1884 by
Francis Keil. The second identified by the
other plate marked FR Keil. The 1889 Keil
catalog has pictures of bell pulls and door
bells in each of these designs. The catalog
shows bell pulls of these designs so
additional Kell door knobs may be found.
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We start the day with our
Complimentary Made-To-Order
Breakfast at the Embassy Suites
Philadelphia Airport. At 8:15
AM we load the bus for an 8:30
departure for Hagley Museum, 200
Hagley Creek Road, Wilmington,
DE 19807, arriving at 9:15 AM.
Our 3-hour tour includes the
Nation of Inventors where we will
be shown some especially selected
patent models from there very
large collection models submitted
to the U.S. Patent Office as part
of applications for patents. In the
Hagley Library we will get to look

Thursday, August 6, 2026

time for the Centennial Exhibition.
Departing at 4:00 PM we arrive back
at the hotel at 4:30 in time for the
complimentary evening reception.

at some selected hardware catalogs.
And finally, a tour of the Eleutherian
Mills Residence House.

We will have boxed lunches at the
Hagley Picnic Area before our 1:00
PM departure for the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts, 118-128
North Broad Street, Philadelphia,
PA, where we will receive an
Architectural Tour of the Frank
Furness Building. Furness was
one of the most highly respected
architects of his era.

The Pennsylvania Academy
building was completed in 1876 in
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©UR BUSINESS MEMBERS

Albion Doors & Windows Larry Sawyer, owner These are paid advertisements. The ADCA

PO Box 220 Albion, CA 95410 | 707-937-0078 | knobsession.com | bysawyer@mcn.org assumes no responsibility. For further
information about these businesses see the

American Antique Hardware Keith & Sarah Chilcote, owners Where to Buy section on our website: www.

503-399-8009 | americanantiquehardware.com | contact@americanantiquehardware.com antiquedoorknobs.org

Aurora Mills Architectural Salvage Mike Byrnes, owner,
14971 Frist St. NE, Aurora, OR 97002 | 503-678-6083 | auroramills.com

Bill’s Key & Lock Shop Andy Streenz, owner
1509 N. Clinton Blvd. Bloomington, IL 61701 | 309-454-1713 | billskeyandlockshop.com |
locksmith@pbillskeyandlockshop.com

The Brass Center Hermie Glick, owner
248 East 58th Street. New York, NY 10022 | 212-421-0090 | thebrasscenter.com | info@thebrasscenter.com

Classic Home Hardware Jim Morneau, owner
PO Box 1102 Canton, CT 06019 | 860-693-4451 | classichomehardware.com | sales@classichomehardware.com

Doc's Architectural Salvage & Reclamation Services Doc Keys, owner
200 E. 9th Ave. Springfield, TN 37172 | 615-380-8128 | docsarchitecturalsalvage.com

Historic Houseparts Chris Jones & Jim Wolff, owners
540 South Avenue Rochester, NY 14620 | 585-325-2329 | historichouseparts.com | info@historichouseparts.com

Liz’s Antique Hardware Liz Gordon, owner
453 South La Brea Los Angeles, CA 90036 | 323-939-4403 | lahardware.com | Shop@LAHardware.com

Old House Parts Co. Mike Thompson, owner
1 Trackside Drive Kennebunk, ME 04043 | 207-985-1999 | oldhouseparts.com | parts@oldhouseparts.com

Salvage Antiques Vintage Etc. Barna Kasa, owner
208 W. Main St. Florence, CO 81226 | saveinflorence.com

Tice Industries, Inc. Scott A. Tice, President
2405 SE Moores St. Milwaukie, OR 97222 | 800-547-8011 | ticeindustries.com

Uniquely Olde Steven Carter, owner
Youngstown, OH | 330-953-8518 | eBay Store: overlyoptimistic | Etsy Store: UniquelyOlde |
uniquelyolde@gmail.com

Village Salvage Rick Lepley & Lauren Slaughter, owner
85 S. Main Street Waynesville, OH 45068 | 513-914-4177 | villagesalvage.com | villagesalvage@gmail.com

Web Wilson’s Antique Hardware Auctions /. Weber Wilson, owner
6451 Highway 159 La Grange, TX 78945 | 800-508-0022 | auctions.looloodesign.com | hww(@webwilson.com

Jeffris Family Foundation Thomas Jeffris, director
PO Box 1160 Janesville, WI 53547 | 608-757-1039 | jeffrisfoundation.org
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