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The 2022 ADCA Convention will be a

Blooming Time for Hardware
By Paul Woodfin

Hopefully everyone has made your reservations and are ready for our first conven-
tion in the Midwest in five years. As noted in the last newsletter, Bloomington. Nor-
mal and Peoria, IL will be our destination and the Doubletree Hotel in Bloomington
will be our venue, and July 20-23, 2022 are the dates. Please complete your registra-
tion packet (enclosed) and put your check in the mail, or register on-line using Paypal
or Credit Card: www.antiquedoorknobs.org/convention

Our Convention theme s “Midwest Manufacturers & Mechanisms”, so put togeth-
er your displays featuring hardware by Chicago Hardware, Schroder, Adams &
Westlake and many others, and creative hardware mechanisms like the Von Duprin’s
patented panic bars in theaters among many others. The articles on pages 3-5 show
examples of ron sets by Chicago Hardware

We have two planned
days of tours by Vicky Berol
(with advice from local
members) and will see some
fantastic hardware. Wednes-
day the 20th will be seeing
the sites of Bloomington.
The David Davis Mansion
(at right), built by Abraham
Lincoln’s 1860 campaign
manager, prominent atorney
and judge, and later Lin-
coln’s first Supreme Court
appointment. Lunch will be
at the Destihl Brewery, with
a bit of education about the
types of beers and processes
{and tastings for those who
want to partake). The Funk
Prairie Home Museum of-
fers a historic 1860s home
and a stellar gem and mineral collection. Downtown has many antique and salvage shops.

Inside
2022 Convention Information.......1 | ADCA on Facebook,......cvveneeeen 5 | Business Members....o.ocevirennnn 128
Chicago Edison Building............6 | The Pabst Building...................3
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Thursday the 21st will be our visit to Peo-
ria, by bus. Following a driving tour of the His-
toric District, our [irst stop will be the Pettengill

-Morron House (at right), followed by lun ch at
Kelleher's Insh Pub & Eatery. lhe Edward
Easton House (a prominent hardware
dealer) and then the Wheels of Time Museum
will complete our day.
ria Architectural Salvage sometime while you

- +h

are in tnc arca.
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Make sure to visit Peo-

will be buv/sell/trade all day, with
the “Open to the Public” being late Friday after-
noon and Saturday morning. Hopefully will
give community members an 1" ¢ opportunity

for visttors i buy) har

Friday
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to see (and dware and dis

_T!'-:.-\u.

Saturday will have more
the auction, and lastly the banquet. We hope to award the
dents, and hope
Room will be open Wednesday-Saturday evenings, which is a great place
{along with in the convention room, at breakfast, at dinner, etc.) to g;“a to
know your fellow members to see old friends agai
and make new ones

We are hopeful that we w
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and spouses better,

ill have a good mix of new members, vet-
erans, and |‘L|}‘7u, some of the folks who met in 1981 and established the
ADCA. The photo at below shows the attendees at the 1983 Convention
in Naperville, IL (Bloomington is the 3rd Illinois convention). While
*-\.[:\EL'H have changed in almost 40 years (1.e. most do not wear coat and tie

o the h'i‘1-.|uul| and many of the "l-_‘nri..' have changed, we are the same

ew

group of fun-loving fo lks who appreciate I- wastic hardware, showing off

items they are secking, and
42nd annual ADCA Conven-
THERE!

cool finds, helping each other get nl_ ta
making some new friends every vear. ||
tion will be a lot of fun, and we HOPE TO SEE YOU

to hear their presentations in person (as opposed to by Zoom in 2020),

l’.""_l:\' sell'trade, £ ‘|| e |‘-. lunch provi ded as part of your re II"I.-‘--\.”.I‘\ n fee,
ional Scholarsh ip to several stu-
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The Pabst Building

By Paul Weodfin and James Tomasello

well established architect in Chicago, having
both George Pullman’s office building on

When the Best family moved from Hesse to Milwau-
kee, they quickly put their brewing skills to use in their
new homeland. What became Best Brewing was founded
in 1844 by father Jacob and four of his sons. By 1860 Ja-
cob Best was running the firm alone (his sons were in-
volved with other brewers, including what became Miller).
Frederick Pabst bought half of Best Brewing in 1863 from
his mother-in-law (after Jacob’s death), retiring from the
steamship business. The company logo was a hop leaf be-
low the letter B, which remains their logo today (see logo
on doorknob below).

After the 1871 Great Chicago Fire, Best became the
largest beer supplier in the country, after beginning to sate
much of Chicago’s thirst after the local breweries were
destroved and unable to begin brewing for some time. By
1893 they were producing more than 1 million barrels per
year, far more that their nearest competitor.

The name of the company was changed to “Pabst™ after
the death of Pabst's mother-in-law (Mrs. Best), and he be-
came a very wealthy man. He built a sprawling beer pro-
duction complex on Milwaukee’s near north side, and a
palatial mansion on Wisconsin Avenue (toured during the
1994 ADCA Milwaukee convention). But most important-
ly to this article, he hired Chicago architect Solon Spencer
Beman to build a 14 story office building/skyscraper (at
left).

Beman
Wids a
designed
Michigan

Avenue and the factory buildings and neighborhood
community for the Pullman Palace Car Company.
Beman had also designed a building for the Omaha Bee
newspaper a few vears earlier (see TDC #195), Beman,
at this period in his career, loved Romanesque architec-
ture but allowed his clients to influence the designs of
their buildings. Pabst’s Prussian heritage and Flemish
detailing provides additional influences for the flourish-
es shown on the exterior of the building.

The steel-framed building was completed in 1891,
and featured marble on the first floor entrance and hall-
ways. Bronze-plated iron elevator cars & doors, and
stair railings were by Winslow Bros. of Chicago (stair
railings shown on bottom of next page, from 1894 cata-
log). The balusters were of a special design that many
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years ago was wrongly been attributed to the extant Second
Leiter Building in Chicago. That building uses balusters of
a different design by Winslow Bros.

The door hardware was by Chicago Hardware and as
noted above, features the Pabst/Best logo on the knobs, The
hardware is all cast iron with a Bower-Barff finish, although
some appears to have been bronze plated like the work by
Winslow Bros (perhaps Mr. Pabst's office had the plated
hardware?). In their 1895 catalog the plates, letter slot and
sash lifts (at left) are named the Orleans design. We do not
know if this design was original for the Pabst Building, or
whether it was an earlier stock design. But the Pabst was

completed just 3 years after their 1888 catalog was pub-
lished, so quite possibly this is where the design originates.
The Pabst remained the tallest building in the city until
City Hall was completed in 1895. While remaining a popu-
lar office buildings due to location and size, the building
suffered during the Great Depression and World War IL

The elaborate pitched roof on the tower and wings began to
leak, and after the war required replacement. As was typical
of the time, a modern design was chosen and resulted in one
of the most ugly facades imaginable (below right).

By 1981 the building was set to be replaced by a nes
office tower. In respect for the original version of the Pabst, the new skyscraper features a similar but
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C,—BTAIRWAY, PABST HBUILDING, MILWAUKEE,

Electroplated in Bronze

Reterences:

e Wikipedia, Jacob Best. hitps:/en.wikipedia. org/wikiJacob_Best

o Wikipedia, Pabst Brewing Company. hitps:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pabst_Brewing Company
» Wikipedia, Pabst Building. hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pabst_Building

o  Winslow Brothers, Qrnamental Iron. 1894,
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Visit the ADCA on Facebook
._"l:lll

Join in the discussion at hitps: 'www. facebook.com/groups/antiqued: wbs/. As of February W
have more than 1,900 members in our Facebook group. Recent highlights include a post by Cindy
Drake showing her latest display using an old Coca-Cola crate. Josh Phillips asking where to get anoth-
er Kreuzinger Lion and Plumed Helmet knobs like his dad has. Kathy Dahlstrand is looking for Chica-
go Hardware Corinthian 5™ hinges, and Linda Batt identified the A-37100 North Wind knob as being
manufactured by Cartland & Sons of England, as shown in the 1886 catalog.

Cindy Drake i j Kathy Dahlstrand e
Tl I at £51EM - D ?I Fabraary 2 -8

3 5x5 right hand hinge, N#es Chicago, Corinthian pattern (of

2022

you all would appreciate my new display for my part
tion of door kraobs. | tried o get a rece variety. | took
coke tray that was pretty dilapedated and sprs
picked some ol my Tavoeite krobs. Whal do

100k aF similar)

Josh Phillips o
February 271 at 545 AM -

sormy everyone If this Is rude or not proper etiguette but I'm having a
hard time getting an answer to question | have been asking.
s afice entrance

med an just

My father has altways wantad Two pair of these

and will not settle for arytheng but these, | had plar
tracking a set down and making it & birthday gift but like my tather I'n
finding # harder than expecied! Could aryone please hedp? 'Where |

A purchase or even wihat | should expact to pay | did find the

person with the helmet and it was sold from under me bt it was

arcund £200 can't even Nind the Bon amywhere? Thanks i advance for
anyone who can help

:
¥
i
:
;
i
{

Ly
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Chicago Edison Building

Chicago, lllinois

After Thomas Edison’s development of electricity for residential
and commercial use in New York, demand for the new technology
guickly spread throughout the country. In 1882 electric lighting first
became available in Chicago from the Western Edison Lighting Com-
pany, owned jointly by Edison and local citizens such as Robert Todd
Lincoln. By 1887 the company was reorganized as the Chicago Edison
Company, and began development of a central generating plant in the
Loop. Big changes came in 1892, when Samuel Insull, a former Edi-
son employee and Vice President of General Electric, became the new

President of € '|]'|_'_-_::'-_| Edison.

Insull's business instincts and experience led him to build Chicago
Edison as a “regulated monopoly”. Because the company was locally
owned, reliable service at a fair price became their business practice,
Buying smaller companies across the city allowed the firm to grow
while maintaining satisfied customers, By 1897 a new office building
was needed to house the company’s business employees, and so Shep-
ley, Rutan & Coolidge was hired to design a mid-block structure on
Adams Street

I'he resulting building was smaller than the neighbors, but suffi-
cient for the near future of the firm, extending in back to another street,
While the building's entrance was omately clad in marble and bronze,
the door hardware featured Chicago Hardware's Brewster design in
Bower-Barft iron, with a special knob bearing a CE monogram.

Chicago Edison quickly
outgrew themr new edifice,
and after merging n 1907
with Commonwealth Elec-
fric o form what 5 now
called ComEd, a new home
was needed. They rented
space in the Commercial Na-
tional Bank Building a half
block away, and after the
bank moved to a new build-
mg m 1914, Comkd pur-
chased what s known today
as the Edison Building

In 1930 the Marshall
Field estate demolished the
three buildings in the photo
(Home Insurance at left, and
Merchants Bank at right).
and constructed the art deco

Field Building.

References

e Wikipedia, Commonwealth Edison https://en wikipedia org/wiki/Commonwealth_Edison
¢ Inland Architect & News Record, July 1900, Chicago: Inland Publishing Co
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Club News and Notes

Membership Dues Convention Registration
If you pay your dues by mail, please re- Remember to complete and submit your conven-
member our new mailing address: tion registration form (mail or on-line) now or not

later than June 27th, which is also when our block
of rooms with the hotel will expire. If mailing your
registration form and payment, we need to receive
by 6/27 10 provide counts to the tour sites.

2929299929290 22222029002200290909
Antique Doorknob Collectors of America

Antique Doorknob Collectors of America
2527 Gough Street
San Francisco, CA 94123

The Doorknob Collector Membership Office: Mike Smith
Co-editors: Allen Joskvn, ADCA
Phone (973) 7T83-9411 2517 Unug‘h Street
Email: ajoslvnid comeast, net San Francisco, CA 94123
Paul Woodfin Email: adca membersi@amail.com
Phone (254) 722-7333 Phone: (501) 529-1836
Email: adcaoffice(@acl.com
ADCA Website: www antiquedoorknobs.org General Questions
VYDA Website: www.antiguedoorknohs, us Phone (973) 783-941 |

Membership Website: www.antiguedoorknobs.org/membership Emmail: ajoshmi@ comcast net

Officers Email Addresses:
President; Paul Woodfin adcapresi@gmail.com
Vice President: Steve Rowe dnarowei@sbeglobal.net
Co-Secretary: Mike Smith arkansaswmsi@ gmail .com
Co-Secretary: Vicky Berol mberoliavahoo.com
Treasurer: Jeffrey Orman jnorman | 944{@verizon.net
| Our Business Members |
These are paid advertisements, [Albion Doors & Windows ﬁammﬂ« | ANTIOUE HARDWARE

The ADCA assumes no responsi- o _ S - g >
bility. For further information [5G L”_,.,I’.J-" Sawyer W g| American Antique Hardware

—
Ry,

about these businesses. Albion, CA 95410 === “= Owner Keith and Sarah Chilcote
See the Where to Bu}' Section on |Phone; 707-937-0078 Phone: 503-399-3009
our websites: Web: knobsession.com Web: americanantiguehardware.com

Email: bysawyer@ men.org Email:

g L2
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Bill's Kev & Lock Shop 1'!’

Owner: Andy Streenz

(TH! BRASS C’ENT‘ER)

The Brass Center

Antique Door Hardware Collector 1509 M. Clinton Bivd Owmer: Hermie Glick

Owner: Tom lannucc Bloomington, IL 61701 248 East 58th Street.

16624 Frederick Rd. Phone: 309-454-1713 New York, NY 10022

Mount Airy, MD 21771 Web: billskevandlockshop.com Phone: 212-421-0050

Phone: 240-595-1115 Email: Web: thebrasscenter.com

Web: antiquedoorhardware.co locksmith@hillskevandlockshop.com | Email: info@thebrasscenter.com

Email: antiquehardwared verizon net
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Our Business Members

These are paid advertisements, The ADCA assumes no responsibility. For further information about
these businesses see the Where to Buy section on our website: www.antiqguedoorknobs, org
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Charleston Hardware ‘: = 3:
BE DS IN piagsc i L SR
Oramner: Brad Williams "%WH“D

4236 Pace Strect

North Charleston, SC 29405
Phone: B66-058.8626

Web: chatlestonhardware.com
Email; contact@cheo.biz

é’a Yassic Fame Harndware
drignal Anligse House & Fumitung Handware

Owner: Jim Momeau

PO Box 1102

Canton, CT 06019

Phone: 860-693-443]

Web: classichomehardware.com
Email:

DISCOVERY ARCHITECTURAL ANTI

Owner: Suzanne Kittel

409 Saint Francis St
Gonzales, TX 78629
Phone: 830-672-2428

Web: djscovervs.net

Email: swk@discovervs.net

QUES

HISTORIC HOUSEPARTS

Owmers: Christing Jones & James B.
Wolft

540 South Avenue

Rochester, NY 14620

Phone; 585-325.2120

Web: historichouscparts.com

Email: infoi@historichouseparts.com

Liz's Anfique Hardware

splesimclassichomehardware. com
Crwner: Liz Gordon

453 South La Brea

Los Angeles, CA %0036

Phone: 323-939-4403

Web: lahardware.com

Email: Shop@ LAHar

Ol House
Parts Cao,

Owner: Mike Thompson
| Trackside Drive
Kennebunk, ME 04043
Phone: 207-985-1999
Web: oldhouseparls.com

Email: partsi@ oldhoyseparts. com

et ) 2
®lxe Bood Things

Locations across America

Visit web site for information
Phone; 888-273-9678

Web: ogtstore.com

Email: webstoreimoldegoodthings.com

Arawans. COam

Orwner: Susan Neplune

1901 West Alabama

Houston, TX 770593

Phone: 713-524-2417

Web Site: settlershardware.com
Email: settlershardwaredi gmail com

Ik

Owner: Scott Tice
2405 SE Moores Street
Milwaukie, OR, 97222

Phone: 303-284-0122

Weh Site: ticeindustries.com
Email: scott@ticeindustrics.com

INDUSTRIES

Tim & Julie's Another Fine Mess

COrwners: Tim Hammon

& Julie Crow P
2601 East 10th Street g n
Indianapolis, IN 46201 -

Phone: 239-293-2148

Webitimandiuliesanother finemess.com
Email; umandjuliestoreemail.com

Uniquely Olde

Owner: Steven Carter
Youngstown, OH

Phone: 330-953-8518

eBay Store: overlvoptimistic
Etsy Store: UniguelvOide
Email: smearter(@smc]3.com

Village Salvage

Owners: Rick Lepley SI\L\' \

& Lauren Slaughter wemem

ES 5. Mmn Street

Waynesville, OH 430638

Phone; 512-914-4177

Web Site: villagesalvage. com
Email: villagesalvage@email com

VILLAGE

GE

Webwilson.com n s
Owner: H. Weber Wilson

6451 Highway 159

La Grange, TX 78945

Phone: 240-595-1115

Web Site: webwilson.com

Email: hwwiwebwilson.com

Jeffris «

Director: Thomas Jeffris

PO Box 1160

Janesville, W1 51547

Phone; 608-757-1039

Web Site; jeffnsfoundation.org
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