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Introduction
T h e  cu r ren t  interest in an t ique  doo r  knobs  and  the col lect ion o f  the 

sam e  has been fu r thered  by the inst i tut ion o f  com m un i t v  renewal  programs, 
c o m m i t te e  act ions to save an d  restore historic s t ructures,  and  the b i -centen-
nial  fever.

Sa lvage opera t ions  y ie lded pr izes f rom the hands  o f skil led art isans of 
the 18th an d  19th centur ies.  Col lectors o f  brass and  bronze  became 
interes ted.  Resto red  mans ions  were resp lendan t  v\ith crvstal.  porcela in and 
brass d o o r  hand les  and  knobs,  in terest ing the lavman.

T h e n  the  b i -centennia l  efforts inf luenced the architec tura l  and  interior 
deco ra t ing  t rades.  Business na m es  such as ’Arch i tectura l  An t iques '  appeared 
in the d i rector ies. ‘A rch i tec tu ra l  f ragments '  were m en t ioned  in brochures. 
T h e  search was u n d e rw a y  for  t im e-hono red  door  " fu rni tu re" .  Reproduct ions 
o f  fine a n t i q u e  pieces a p p e a re d  on the market .  T he  old was now new.

Mv h o b b v  had sud d e n ly  come o f  age and  it wasn ' t  even m v hohh\.  
it was our hobbv .  Q u ie t l y  over  fi fteen and  more vears the avant-gard 
o f  doo r  kn o b b e rv  had  been amass ing  fantast ic  col lect ions.

I was graciously a l lowed to view an d  p h o to g ra p h  these collecti ims of 
knobs f rom the centra l  renewa l  a reas  o f  Port land.

Then  late in the game. 1 found  a v o lum e  cover ing  d oo r  knobs b\  the 
Towne and  Yale peop le  tha t  deal t  wi th design.  T h e  com b in a t ion  o f  these 
two factors b lew my m ind  — I v is ioned a la rger  and  more  involved work 
deal ing with schools o f  design an d  the hom es  involved.

Then  1 sensibly re t reated  to m \  or ig inal  p lans:  to interest others in a 
w or thwh i le  hobbv  rooted in ou r  past, a hobbv  wi thin the means  of  anv 
an d  all. and  to im p ar t  self -help in fo rmat ion  on how to collect, identify 
and show door  knobs.

The order ly  a m o n g  you will w o n d e r  a b o u t  the  size o f the knobs.  .Against 
my order ly  pho tog rap he r 's  advice. I o m i t ted  a m e th od  o f  measur ing.  The 
average knob is 2'4 inches. Occas iona l  ones will be 2 inches or  2 ' :  inches, 
rarely larger. Size does not  en te r  into the wor th  of  the  knob.

The color pho los on the cover  and cenlcr  fold are of  knobs in the author's col l . ' rt ion  
Photographer John Holknva \
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T H E  A D A M S  & W E S T L A K E  C O M P A N Y

S aloon Door L a tches 

No. 1 8 0

To Knob centor, inches Stz«, w ithout Keep«r, 3{V x 4*^ m ches Cut thre«< ia^rt«n  s i

No. 18 5

To Kn ob  center, 2 inches 

Size, w ith o u t Keeper, 2 * 4  x 4 inches
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Ox— 0 . 0 ^  >

lOfe .*0
Sis ;E
« ‘-F -  -ig“" : “
: : i i -

V «

a  S 'S *  - O * *
c ” ’So^ dSjEKtsa “‘s 
^S >! »5

; E '>2
• O o  *  : o  ;

o»s--»“> :Ba 
!? s S »

SWB

9^ oiCta 
O,

©o • : -T̂
. O  B  .  Q  

•D •

£a»S®&
i ^ c o a

Ot-.S 
._"-!§ oji?;

P S  
^ 9<t .SOSÔ S
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CORBIN HARDWARE
O P  I H K  S I ' I X ' I A I .  I ' K S I C N  l l . I . r s  I ' R A T K I ) ,

A N D  M A D K  BY U S  I ' R O M  I H K  A R C H I T I - . C T S '  

I I R A W I N C S ,  IS r S K I )  I ' l ' O N  I HK

Pittsburgh Union Station
D K S C R I B E O  I N  T H I S  I S S l ’ lv. W K  H A \ E  

K\  K R V F A C I L I T Y  F O R  W O R K  l ) F  T H I S  

N A T l ’ Rl - .  C A N  F l ' R N l S H  I N  D 1 V 1 0 1 ’A I. D E -

S I G N S  W H E N  D E S I R E D

The Corbin Unit  Lock
AIM’ K A R S O N  T H E  B E S T  M O D E R N  B l ’ I L D-  

I N G S .  C A T A L O G U E  O N  A P P L I C A T I O N

p. & F. CORBIN
N H W  BR IT A IN ,  C O N N .

NEW YORK CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA

This ad appeared in the August issue o f  the House and Garden, 1902.

The availability of the type of service offered in the above advertisement 
that appeared in the 1902 House and Garden, Vol. 11 — No. 8, by P. 
& F. Corbin would be rarely available today, except by smaller individual 
concerns.

The fine name of Corbin still appears in the yellow pages of the phone 
book.
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